UTAH DEBATE STATE MEET
 INSTRUCTIONS FOR JUDGES

1. First and foremost, Thank you for your participation!  This tournament could not take place without your involvement and expertise.

2. For your information, the majority of the debate participants have already debated within their own school as well as at a district competition.

3. Policy Resolution:
"RESOLVED: THE STATE OF UTAH SHOULD REQUIRE ALL STATE GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS TO HAVE A RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCE AS A SIGNIFICANT PART OF THEIR TOTAL ENERGY USE."
Lincoln-Douglas Resolution: Jr. High/Middle School Only
"RESOLVED: IN THE STATE OF UTAH, IT IS MORE DESIRABLE TO PROMOTE INEXPENSIVE ELECTRICITY RATES THAN TO INCREASE THE USE OF ELECTRICITY GENERATED BY RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES."
Format: 

Elementary Policy 

Constructive speeches

-3 minutes 

Recess



-2 minutes

Rebuttal speeches

-1 ½ minutes 

       Jr. High/Middle Policy 



Constructive Speeches

First Affirmative 

-5 minutes

First Negative 


-5 minutes

Cross-Examination

-2 minutes

Second Affirmative

-5 minutes

Second Negative

-5 minutes

Cross-Examination

-2 minutes

Rebuttal Speeches



First Negative


2 ½ minutes

First Affirmative

2 ½ minutes

Second Negative

2 ½ minutes

Second Affirmative

2 ½ minutes

*Each Jr. High/Middle School Policy Student is allowed 2 minutes “Prep Time”.  Prep time can be taken at any point during the debate that is between speeches.  It should not be taken before the affirmative constructive or before cross-examination.  It is recommended before the negative constructive and before rebuttals.
OVER
    L-D 

 Affirmative Constructive
-3 minutes

 Cross-Examination

-1 ½ minutes

 Negative Constructive
-3 ½ minutes

 Cross-Examination

-1 ½ minutes

 First Affirmative Rebuttal
-1 ½ minutes

 Negative Rebuttal

-2 minutes

 Second Affirmative Rebuttal -1 minute

 *Each Jr. High/Middle School L-D Student is allowed 2 minutes “Prep Time”.  Prep time can be taken at any point during the debate that is between speeches.  It should not be taken before the affirmative constructive or before cross-examination.  It is recommended before the negative constructive and before rebuttals.

4. First Affirmative Constructive Preflow Sheets are required of every Elementary Policy and of every Jr. High/Middle School Student.  This preflow sheet should outline the plan and should be given to each judge in each round.  Students/teams that do not provide a complete preflow sheet will be given an overall five point penalty.  Preflow sheets need to be turned in with ballots.  This action is to ensure that the debate is not prewritten.  If arguments are not accurately refuted, both affirmative and negative sides should be penalized.

5. Timing:  Each judge will be provided a timing device.
6. Signals:  Communicate prior to starting as to what signals you will use during the last minute, half minute, and 10 seconds.  (see script)

7. Guests in room: Debaters, visitors and judges must wait in the hall until all involved are present.  Everyone enters the room together. Observers must sit quietly to the sides and in front of the judges.  No coaching, comments or other disruptions will be allowed.  

8. Scoring:  You may need to make quick notations during the debate; but wait until the conclusion to award all points.  This allows you to listen to the entire debate.  Should the team with the lowest points win the debate, please justify your reasoning.

9. DO turn off your cell phone during judging.

DO NOT allow participants or anyone else in the room to view your score sheet.

DO NOT announce winner of the debate or scores.

DO NOT orally critique the participants.

DO congratulate all participants for a job well done.

10. Remember that you are the role model for these debaters; they look up to you and respect your opinion.

11. Try to start all rounds in as timely a manner as possible.

12. Please address any questions or concerns to the judges table.

13. No cameras/filming will be allowed during debates.  Cell phones and other electronic equipment should be turned off unless there is a special needs situation.


