Utah Debate Judge Script

Welcome.  My name is ___________________.  I will be your judge for this round.  Before we start today, I would like to remind guests in the room to refrain from coaching, commenting or talking after we begin.  Please remember that there will not be any cameras or filming allowed during rounds.  Please silence your cell phones.

During the debate, you have the choice of receiving verbal or nonverbal time signals.  If you choose verbal time signals, I will give the following signals:

Nonverbal Signals

· A raised index finger means that one minute remains.

· A “C” formed with the judge’s hand means 30 seconds remain.

· When there are ten seconds remaining, the judge will count down with all ten fingers.

Verbal Signals

· When one minute remains, I will say, “One Minute”.

· When 30 seconds remain, I will say, “Thirty Seconds”.

· When ten seconds remain, I will say, “Ten Seconds”.

· When no time remains, I will say, “Time Is Up.” 

Which type of time signal would you like?  (Record choice of each team/student.  If they do not have a preference, give nonverbal time signals.)

I will not penalize you for being one to ten seconds over the time limit.

Good luck, you  may begin.

Policy Resolution



“Resolved: THAT THE STATE OF UTAH SHOULD ESTABLISH A POLICY  TO EXPAND ENERGY EXPORTS FROM WITHIN ITS BORDERS.”

Lincoln-Douglas Resolution (Jr. High Meet Only)



“Resolved: THE STATE OF UTAH OUGHT TO PRIORITIZE INCENTIVES OVER 


MANDATES TO PROMOTE ENERGY SAVINGS.”

Elementary Policy

Constructive speeches

-3 minutes 

Recess



-2 minutes

Rebuttal speeches

-1 ½ minutes 


Jr. High/Middle Policy



Constructive Speeches

First Affirmative 

-5 minutes

First Negative 


-5 minutes

*Cross Examination

-2 minutes

Second Affirmative

-5 minutes

Second Negative

-5 minutes

*Cross Examination

-2 minutes

(OVER)
Rebuttal Speeches



First Negative


2 ½ minutes

First Affirmative

2 ½ minutes

Second Negative

2 ½ minutes

Second Affirmative

2 ½ minutes






Lincoln-Douglas 

 Affirmative Constructive
-3 minutes

 Cross-Examination

-1 ½ minutes

 Negative Constructive

-3 ½ minutes

 Cross-Examination

-1 ½ minutes

 First Affirmative Rebuttal
-1 ½ minutes

 Negative Rebuttal

-2 minutes

 Second Affirmative Rebuttal 
-1 minute

*Each L-D or Policy Jr. High/ Middle School Student is allowed 2 minutes “Prep Time”.  Prep time can be taken at any point during the debate that is between speeches.  It should not be taken before the affirmative constructive or before cross-examination.  It is recommended before the negative constructive and before rebuttals.

Suggested  Written Comments

· Make first comment(s) to each speaker positive.  

· Limit constructive criticism to 2 or 3 comments.

Positive Comments:



Advice:

Great evidence



Watch your time

Good reasoning



Better eye contact

Good, strong voice



Need to practice your speech more

Good eye contact



Should attack your opponent's evidence

Good use of hand gestures


Need strength to your contentions

Plan was believable and workable

Look up more, read less

Well prepared




Smooth out your speech

Knew material well



Speech too short – use all time

Thorough research



Be careful not to stutter/say uh/ ya know

Good use of time



Don't sway – stand still

Good comeback



Speak up – use more expression

Enthusiastic




Need a stronger conclusion

Good delivery




Plan was a little vague

Great summary



Should attack better in rebuttal

Kept your composure



Speak more clearly

Great teamwork



Be more specific on your rebuttal

Very persuasive



Don't repeat so much

Good analysis




Notes were distracting

Easy to follow your points


Slow down a little

Good memorization



Check your facts

Good opening comments


Don't forget to state your sources





