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A good 1AC will start with an attention 
getting device (AGD) or quote to 
introduce the topic. 

It's important to state the resolution for 
the judge (they may not be familiar with 
the topic). You can also introduce 
yourself if you want. 

Every 1AC needs to prove your "stock 
issues." Inherency proves that something 
must be done and that your plan has not 
already been implemented. 

Highlighting your evidence will make it 
easier to read AND will help with your 
timing of the speech (highlight more or 
less to get your 1AC to 5 minutes.



!"#$%&'(#"'% % % % % % % % )*+#,%-**.%/00%
!"#$%&'()(&*(#+(,%# # ---#%'#---#

1/2%Q,#4%M'S"%%

M$9:%<'%*00'5%"$'%0*,,*<=4;%Q,#4K%

34%*5.'5%"*%5'.9+'%'4'5;6%#4.%=GC5*?'%#=5%>9#,="6E%"$'%D"#"'%*0%!"#$%:$*9,.%

+5'#"'%#%0=4#4+=#,%=4+'4"=?'%C5*;5#G%"$#"%.*9(,':%"$'%?#,9'%*0%0**.%:"#GC:%

TDN/QU%9"=,=V'.%#"%0#5G'5:%G#5A'":%#4.%0#5G%:"#4.:I%
#

Plan texts are the most important part of the 1AC. It is 
your specific idea for affirming the resolution. It 
summarizes your advocacy and describes the 
POLICY that your team is supporting (fiating). 

Different teams will have different plan texts and 
policy ideas so make sure you ask and listen.

Make sure the plan text is "topical." 
Which means that it fits under this year's 
resolution. 
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The second major "stock issue" is 
Harms. This is the part of the aff where 
you claim your advantages. Answer the 
question: What will happen if we don't 
change from the status quo? These 
harms should be significant and claim a 
big impact. 

When you read evidence, you need to 
cite your information. While most judges 
will only expect you to say the author's 
last name and year, you want to include 
ALL bibliographic information for 
reference.
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#

+I%/%0#=,'.%'+*4*G=+%=:%"$'%<*5:"%=GC#+"%=G#;=4#(,'%L%30%*95%'+*4*G6%;*':%=4"*%#%

5'+'::=*4E%G#46%C'*C,'%<=,,%('%<="$*9"%\*(:E%C*?'5"6%<=,,%=4+5'#:'E%#4.%0#G=,=':%

<=,,%('%C9"%*4%"$'%(5=4A%*0%:"#5?#"=*4I%D"#"'%'+*4*G=':%#5'%=4"'5+*44'+"'.%#4.%#%

+*,,#C:'%$'5'%+*9,.%.5=?'%.*<4%"$'%4#"=*4#,%5'+*?'56I%%

To stay organized, most evidence will 
have a "header" that includes the school 
name, the file name, or even the year.

Not every argument needs evidence. 
This is an example of a debater's own 
words describing why their harm is VERY 
significant. 



!"#$%&'(#"'% % % % % % % % )*+#,%-**.%/00%
!"#$%&'()(&*(#+(,%# # ---#%'#---#

1/2%W#5G:%L%/=5%]9#,="6YX4?=5*4G'4"%%

OI%/=5%>9#,="6%#4.%="H:%'00'+":%*4%"$'%'4?=5*4G'4"%L%%

-**.%"$#"%+*G':%05*G%*9":=.'%"$'%:"#"'%$#:%"*%('%"5#4:C*5"'.%"$*9:#4.:%*0%

G=,':%#4.%#5'%9:9#,,6%;5*<4%<#6:%"$#"%C*,,9"'%*95%#=5%#4.%<#"'5I%M$=:%+#9:':%

#,:*%+#9:':%;5''4$*9:'%;#:%'G=::=*4:E%<$=+$%$95"%"$'%'4?=5*4G'4"I%R*"'%

#00=5G#"=?'%"*%'G(5#+'%+,'#4%,*+#,%0**.%*C"=*4:I%%%

#I%N*4Z,*+#,%0**.%$#:%"*%('%"5#4:C*5"'.%#+5*::%"$'%+*94"56%L%"$':'%70**.%G=,':^%

+*4"5=(9"'%"*%#=5%C*,,9"=*4I%%
F#5"=4'VE%'"I%',I%34%OP1P#H"4(?(#!5)40&(d;#!0*/5(6#P5&1;#!0*/(66(#+5#O)5;#"235&#O%665*D;#b54/()0&(#l5634%&;#
.)5?03#",04/;#"4(8/(&#]%=(6;#"/(667(#$65)D;#F25&&(#F%/);#"5)5/#F%>;#5&1#$%&345&*(#\(>,5&#AFF#,(,9()3#%'#4/(#
W"+A:#_F%*56#M%%1#"734(,3Y#$%&*(843;#R,85*43;#5&1#R332(3;G#K*%&%,0*#l(3(5)*/#l(8%)4#\2,9()#jo;#!57#STUTV#
#
A**%)10&=#4%#O0)%=#(4#56:;#HSTTUV#5&1#"52&1()3#5&1#P57(3#HSTToV;#'%%1#03#4)5?(60&=#'2)4/()#')%,#'5),()3#4%#
*%&32,()3#53#4/(#'%%1#3734(,#0&*)(530&=67#)(60(3#%&#6%&=Q10345&*(#4)5&38%)4#5&1#=6%956#
1034)09240%&#&(4>%)D3:#$%&*()&3#59%24#'%3306#'2(6#23(#5&1#=)((&/%23(#=53#HIPIV#(,0330%&3#/5?(#0&*)(53(1#3*)240&7#%'#4/(#

(&?0)%&,(&456#0,85*43#%'#4)5&38%)4540%&#0&#4/(#'%%1#3734(,#5&1#4/(#10345&*(#'%%1#4)5?(63#4%#*%&32,()3:#A1?%*54(3#%'#
6%*560d540%&#%'#4/(#'%%1#3734(,#5)=2(#4/54#)(12*0&=#4)5&38%)4#10345&*(3#'%)#'%%1;#%)#'%%1#
,06(3;#*5&#)(12*(#'%3306#'2(6#(&()=7#23(;#8%66240%&;#5&1#IPI#(,0330%&3#H(:=:;#./%,83%&#(4#56:;#STTea#
A&1()3%&;#STToV:#./03#*650,#/53#563%#9((&#*04(1#53#5#8%4(&4056#9(&('04#%'#6%*560d540%&#5,%&=#6%*56#'%%1#3734(,#)(3(5)*/()3#Hg)%>&;#STTca#F(5;#

STTfa#"(6'5#5&1#p5d0;#STTfa#]%=4#5&1#b503();#STTeV:#+0345&*(#03#*6(5)67#5#'5*4%)#4/54#1(4(),0&(3#(&()=7#23(#
5&1#(,0330%&3#)(32640&=#')%,#'%%1#4)5&38%)4:#I0?(&#4>%#%4/()>03(#01(&40*56#328867#*/50&3;#4/(#328867#*/50&#>04/#
=)(54()#'%%1#4)5?(6#10345&*(#>066#23(#,%)(#(&()=7#5&1#(,04#,%)(#8%66240%&:#g24#328867#*/50&3#%'#10''()(&4#6(&=4/3#H0:(:;#10''()(&4#&2,9()#%'#
8)%12*40%&#5&1#,5)D(40&=#345=(3V#5)(#3(61%,#01(&40*56a#4/(#,%1(#%'#4)5&38%)4;#6%51#30d(3;#'2(6#478(;#5&1#4)08#')(i2(&*7#566#5''(*4#(&()=7#23(#5&1#
(,0330%&3:#"52&1()3#5&1#P57(3#HSTToV#)(?0(>(1#34210(3#4/54#'%*23(1#%&#4)5&38%)4#(6(,(&43#%'#4/(#'%%1#328867#*/50&;#>04/#(,8/5303#%&#4/(#
W&04(1#b0&=1%,:Se#./(3(#34210(3#/0=/60=/4#4/(#0,8%)45&*(#%'#4)5&38%)4540%&#,%1(#0&#1(4(),0&0&=#'2(6#23(#5&1#*5)9%&Q10%L01(#H$[SV#(,0330%&3:#
M%)#(L5,86(;#*/())0(3#0,8%)4(1#')%,#\%)4/#A,()0*5#/51#4/(#/0=/(34#)540%#%'#(,0330%&3#4%#8)%12*4#4)5&3Q#8%)4(1;#)('6(*40&=#4/(#23(#%'#50)#')(0=/4:#
[&#4/(#%4/()#/5&1;#5886(3#0,8%)4(1#')%,#\(>#q(565&1#4)5?(6(1#5#=)(54()#10345&*(;#924#/51#5#6%>()#(,0330%&3#)540%#9(*523(#4/(7#4)5?(6(1#97#
3(5;#5#/0=/67#(&()=7Q(''0*0(&4#,(5&3#%'#,%?0&=#=%%13:#"52&1()3#5&1#P57(3#563%#)(?0(>(1#3(?()56#34210(3#4/54#*%,85)(#(&()=7#23(#5&1#
(,0330%&3#')%,#6%*5667#3%2)*(1#8)%12*43;#1%,(340*#8)%12*43#3%2)*(1#')%,#5#,50&34)(5,#)(4506();#5&1#0,8%)4(1#8)%12*43:#

.)5&38%)4540%&#$[S#(,0330%&3#>()(#'%2&1#4%#9(#=)(54()#'%)#0,8%)4(1#8)%12*(#4/5&#
1%,(340*#8)%12*(:##
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#

Notice how affirmatives are allowed to 
claim multiple harms scenarios (different 
reasons why the plan is a good idea). 

If you are reading multiple pieces of 
evidence to support you harms 
contention (sub-points), it's a good idea 
to include a small thesis statement as an 
intro. 
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#
#

(I%34.9:"5=#,%0**.%:6:"'G:%5',6%*4%'4?=5*4G'4"#,,6%.':"59+"=?'%C5#+"=+':%"$#"%

+*4"5=(9"'%$'#?=,6%"*%#=5%C*,,9"=*4%#4.%;,*(#,%<#5G=4;I%%
8'6*4.Q':"=+=.':I*5;%=4%OP11#HA#&%&Q8)%'04#(&?0)%&,(&456#=)%28;#_P(564/7#M%%1#0&#P(564/#$5)(;#A#O6(1=(#'%)#
M)(3/;#F%*56;#"23450&596(#M%%1;#>>>:9(7%&18(340*01(3:%)=Z:::Z$'#,"$+#5'nST$'#,"$6nST0**.:81'!"#
#
\24)040%&Q)(654(1#*/)%&0*#103(53(3#5)(#865*0&=#&(>#1(,5&13#%&#5&#56)(517#%?()92)1(&(1#/(564/#*5)(#3734(,;#5&1#45D0&=#4/(0)#4%66#%&#/2,5&#

8)%12*40?Q#047#5&1#i256047#%'#60'(:#[2)#*2))(&4#65)=(#3*56(;#0&1234)056#'%%1#3734(,#'5?%)3#5&0,56#8)%12*43#5&1#/0=/67Q
)('0&(1;#8)(3()?540?(#651(&;#*56%)0(Q1(&3(#'%%13;#)54/()#4/5&#')(3/#')2043#5&1#?(=(4596(3;#>/%6(#=)50&3;#5&1#
%4/()#/0=/#'09()#'%%13#0,8%)45&4#'%)#/(564/:#R4#03#5#3734(,#,03560=&(1#>04/#10(45)7#=201(60&(3:#!%)(%?();#4/(#>57#%2)#'%%1#03#
8)%12*(1#5&1#1034)0924(1#0,85*43#%2)#/(564/#5&1#4/(#(&?0)%&,(&4#0&#>/0*/#>(#60?(:#M%)#
(L5,86(Y#A&4090%40*#l(30345&*(#./(#)%240&(#23(#%'#5&4090%40*3#*%&4)0924(3#4%#=)%>0&=#5&4090%40*#)(30345&4#95*4()05:#K5*/#7(5)#ST#4%#cT#
,0660%&#8%2&13#%'#5&4090%40*3#H0&*6210&=#)(654(1#5&40,0*)%90563V#5)(#23(1#0&#5=)0*2642)(B97#?%62,(;#59%24#oQUT#40,(3#4/(#4%456#5&4090%40*3#23(1#0&#
/2,5&#,(10*0&(:#R&1234)0560d(1#'%%1#3734(,3#4/54#8)%12*(#8%264)7;#8%)D;#9((';#5&1#'5),(1#'03/#)%240&(67#23(#5&4090%40*3#53#=)%>4/#8)%,%4()3#
)54/()#4/5&#4%#4)(54#01(&40'0(1#103(53(:#l%240&(67#'((10&=#5&4090%4Q#0*3#4%#5&0,563#4/54#5)(#&%4#(?(&#30*D#0&*)(53(3#5&4090%40*#)(30345&*(#5,%&=#
95*4()05#4/54#*523(#/2,5&#0&'(*40%&3:#R&r(*40&=#150)7#*%>3#>04/#)(*%,90&5&4#9%?0&(#=)%>4/#/%)Q#,%&(#H)gIP#%)#)g".V#0&*)(53(3#211()#

0&'(*40%&3;#)(i20)Q#0&=#,%)(#5&4090%40*3#5&1#5#/0=/()#60D(60/%%1#%'#0&*)(53(1#5&4090%40*#)(30345&4#95*4()05#0&#,06D:#A0)#5&1#C54()#
O%66240%&#O(340*01(#1)0'4;#'0(61#1234;#>534(#92)&0&=;#5&1#4%L0*#=53(3#')%,#1(=)510&=#
,5&2)(#5)(#566#'5*4%)3#%'#'%%1#8)%12*40%&#4/54#*%&4)0924(#4%#50)#8%66240%&:#"2*/#50)#
8%66240%&#*5&#6(51#4%#534/,5#5&1#%4/()#)(380)54%)7#066&(33(3;#*5)10%?53*265)#103(53(;#5&1#
62&=#*5&*():#R&#4/(#W:":;#'%%1#03#4)5&38%)4(1#5&#5?()5=(#%'#U;fTT#,06(3#4%#)(5*/#043#
1(340&540%&:#./)%2=/#4/(#23(#%'#10(3(6#5&1#%4/()#'%3306#'2(63;#?(/0*6(3#2&&(*(335)067#
*%&4)0924(#4%#=6%956#>5),0&=#

+I%/=5%C*,,9"=*4%+#9:':%;,*(#,%<#5G=4;E%.=:'#:'%G=;5#"=*4%#4.%"$*9:#4.:%*0%

C5'G#"95'%.'#"$:%#449#,,6%
8#9G#4%=4%OPP_%H^%(;#^5&25)7#UX;#STTe#+(3()(4#!%)&0&=#\(>3V##
#
./(#K&()=7#R&'%),540%&#A1,0&034)540%&#)(8%)4(1#4/54#0&#UjjT;#A,()0*5&#*%56Q92)&0&=#8%>()#865&43#(,044(1#U:f#90660%&#,(4)0*#4%&3#%'#*5)9%&#

10%L01(a#0&#STTc;#4/(#'0=2)(#>53#U:j#90660%&#4%&3:##A0)#8%66240%&#')%,#*%56Q92)&0&=#8%>()#865&43#03#5#1(5167#3*%2)=(;#
5**%)10&=#4%#+):#g)05&#!%(&*/;#8)(301(&4#%'#W45/#O/730*05&3#'%)#5#P(564/7#K&?0)%&,(&4:##J./(#&540%&>01(#&(4>%)D#%'#*%56#

865&43;#>/0*/#R#4/0&D#03#0&#4/(#&(0=/9%)/%%1#%'#XTT#%)#oTT;#824#%24#5#4%456#?%62,(#%'#50)#8%66240%&#4/54#:::#/53#9((&#
*56*2654(1#4%#*523(#588)%L0,54(67#SS;TTT#4%#SX;TTT#8)(,542)(#1(54/3#(?()7#7(5);J#/(#3501:##
[&#5?()5=(;#/(#3501;#%&(#*%56#865&4#*523(3#cT#4%#fT#8)(,542)(#1(54/3#7(5)67:##./(#,%34#30=&0'0*5&4#8%66245&43#')%,#*%56Q92)&0&=#865&43#5)(#
326'2)#10%L01(;#&04)%=(&#%L01(#*%,8%2&13#5&1#85)40*2654(3:##\04)%=(&#%L01(3#5&1#?%65406(#*/(,0*563#*%,90&(#4%#'%),#%d%&(;#/(#511(1:#R&#4/(#
32,,();#&04)%=(&#%L01(3#*%&4)0924(#4%#%d%&(;#5#38(*056#*%&*()&#4/54#40,(#%'#4/(#7(5):#R&#4/(#>0&4();#&04)%=(&#%L01(3#*%&4)0924(#4%#85)40*2654(3;#
5#,50&#50)#8%66240%&#*%&*()&#4/(&:#J./(#&04)%=(&#%L01(#*%,8%2&13#D0&1#%'#3()?(#53#5#1%296(Q>/5,,7;J#!%(&*/#3501:##R&#STTc;#5#8%>()#%245=(#
4(,8%)5)067#3/24#1%>&#UTT#*%56Q92)&0&=#8%>()#865&43#0&#4/(#!01>(34:#l(3(5)*/()3#/51#4/(#8)(3(&*(#%'#,0&1#4%#,(532)(#50)#8%66240%&#/2&1)(13#
%'#,06(3#1%>&>0&1#')%,#4/(#865&43:##"26'2)#10%L01(#8%66240%&#/51#1(*)(53(1#59%24#jT#8()*(&4#>04/0&#Sh#/%2)3:#O5)40*2654(3#>()(#1%>&#oT#

8()*(&4;#5&1#%d%&(#/51#1(*)(53(1#59%24#fT#8()*(&4;#!%(&*/#3501:##!(5&>/06(;#53#(,0330%&3#%'#*5)9%&#10%L01(#
*%&40&2(#4%#/(54#28#4/(#K5)4/N3#54,%38/()(;#!%(&*/#3501#J>(N)(#3((0&=#,0=)540%&#%'#4)%80*56#
103(53(#'2)4/()#&%)4/:J#!%3i204%3;#5#,5r%)#103(53(#?(*4%);#5)(#60?0&=#0&#,%)(#&%)4/()67#
5&1#/0=/()#6%*540%&3#9(*523(#4/(#&(>67#>5),()#5)(53#*5&#3288%)4#4/(,:#!%3i204%(3#*5))7#103(53(3#53#4/(7#
,0=)54(:##C04/0&#4/(#8534#'(>#7(5)3;#"564#F5D(#$047#/51#043#'0)34#*53(#%'#C(34#\06(#?0)23;#
!%(&*/#3501:#J./54#>%261&N4#/5?(#/588(&(1#9('%)(:J##

A good "tagline" is clear, concise, and 
makes the argument (which will be 
supported by your evidence). Every piece 
of evidence needs a tag, cite, and text.

This is an example of using evidence to 
make your harms even bigger. The 
affirmative will use this later to perform 
"impact calculus," which is proving why 
your benefits OUTWEIGH the costs of 
that the negative brings up. 
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1/2%D*,?'4+6%

J(:'5?#"=*4%M$5''K%D*,?'4+6%L%J95%C,#4%=:%'00'+"=?'%#4.%=:%"$'%(':"%C*,=+6%*C"=*4I%%

#I%M$'%G*:"%+*4+,9:=?'%:"9.6%"*%.#"'%C5*?':%"$#"%&*9(,'%R#,9'%C5*;5#G:%

=4+5'#:'%+*4:9GC"=*4%*0%,*+#,,6%C5*.9+'.%0**.:I%%
Q`%N'<:<=5'%=4%OP11#H_M5),()3#!5)D(4#R&*(&40?(#O)%=)5,3#R&*)(53(#M)204#5&1#](=(4596(#$%&32,840%&;G#[*4:#
UU;#STUU;#/448YZZ>>>:8)&(>3>0)(:*%,Z&(>3Q)(6(53(3Z'5),()3Q,5)D(4Q0&*(&40?(Q8)%=)5,3Q0&*)(53(Q')204Q5&1Q
?(=(4596(Q*%&32,840%&Q5,%&=Q'%%1Q345,8Q)(*080(&43Q9%%34Q6%*56Q(*%&%,0(3Q)(32643Q%'Q32)?(7QUcUfUXUje:/4,6#
#
C/%6(3%,(#C5?(;#5#$%&&(*40*24Q953(1;#&%&#8)%'04#%)=5&0d540%&#1(10*54(1#4%#0&*)(530&=#5**(33#4%#
5&1#5''%)15906047#%'#')(3/;#6%*5667#=)%>&#'%%1;#)(6(53(1#.2(3157;#[*4%9()#UU4/;#STUU;#(&*%2)5=0&=#
'0&10&=3#')%,#043#&540%&56#32)?(73#%'#'5),()3#,5)D(43#5&1#'5),()3#4/54#85)40*0854(1#0&#043#
+%296(#]562(#$%28%&#O)%=)5,3#0&#STUT:#./(#32)?(73;#45D(&#')%,#5#35,86(#%'#C/%6(3%,(#C5?(N3#

,%)(#4/5&#UST#85)40*08540&=#'5),()3#,5)D(43#5&1#U;oTT#'5),()3;#'%2&1#4/54#+]$O#30=&0'0*5&467#
0&*)(53(1#4/(#*%&32,840%&#%'#')(3/#')2043#5&1#?(=(4596(3#5,%&=#'%%1#345,8#)(*080(&43#
>/06(#8)%?010&=#5&#(*%&%,0*#9%%34#4%#6%*56#'5),()3;#'5),()3#,5)D(4#%8()54%)3#5&1#
32))%2&10&=#9230&(33(3:#./(#C/%6(3%,(#C5?(#32)?(73;#>/0*/#385&&(1#,%)(#4/5&#ST#3454(3#
5*)%33#4/(#*%2&4)7;#'%2&1#4/54#&(5)67#jT#8()*(&4#%'#+]$O#*234%,()3#)(8%)4(1#0&*)(530&=#
4/(0)#*%&32,840%&#%'#')(3/#')2043#5&1#?(=(4596(3#5&1#3501#4/(#6%*56#8)%12*(#,51(#5#90=#10''()(&*(#0&#
4/(0)#10(4:#+]$O#52=,(&43#4/(#?562(#%'#'(1()56#"2886(,(&456#\24)040%&#A330345&*(#O)%=)5,#%)#'%%1#345,8#9(&('043#
54#6%*56#'5),()3#,5)D(43:#

(I%/%0*+9:%*4%0**.%:"#GC%0*+9:%L%"$'%C,#4%=:%#%<=:'%=4?':"G'4"I%%
N=:+$#4%=4%OP11#HF(4N3#!5D(#NF(4N3#!%?(sN#K?(&#g(44();#g7#!0*/(6#\03*/5&:#./(#A465&40*;#"(8#So#STUU;#
/448YZZ>>>:4/(5465&40*:*%,Z60'(Z5)*/0?(ZSTUUZTjZ6(43Q,5D(Q6(43Q,%?(Q(?(&Q9(44()ZShfXXjZV##
#
P%>#4/(#=%?()&,(&4#*5&#&21=(#8(%86(#4%#38(&1#'%%1#1%665)3#0&#5#>57#4/54#9(&('043#6%*56#3,566Q3*56(#'5),3#5&1#
*)(54(3#'5),()3N#,5)D(43#0&#5)(53#>/()(#*%&32,()3#/5?(#&%#564()&540?(:#R'#4/()(N3#5&74/0&=#4/54#*5&#3()?(#53#5#
=)(54#3459060d()#0&#A,()0*5N3#=)%>0&=#'0&5&*056#10?01(;#04#03#4/(#&540%&N3#'%%1#5330345&*(#8)%=)5,3:#./(#'(1()56#
"2886(,(&456#\24)040%&#A330345&*(#O)%=)5,#H"\AOV;#9(44()#D&%>&#53#'%%1#345,83;#1%(3&N4#
%&67#/(68#A,()0*5&3#824#'%%1#%&#4/(#4596(:#R4#3()?(3#53#5#,5r%)#(*%&%,0*#340,2623:#M%)#(?()7#1%665)#
38(&4#0&#"\AO#9(&('043;#(*%&%,0343#357;#>(#3((#5#mU:eh#0&*)(53(#0&#4/(#%?()566#(*%&%,7:#
$%&301()0&=#4/54#4/(#W"+A#10)(*4(1#mXe#90660%&#6534#7(5)#4%#'%%1#345,8#)(*080(&43;#45L857()3#*5&#)(34#
5332)(1#4/54#QQ#54#6(534#0&#4/03#*53(#QQ#4/(#=%?()&,(&4#/53#,51(#5#3%2&1#0&?(34,(&4#>04/#4/(0)#
,%&(7:#
#

The third "stock issue" is Solvency. This 
observation proves that your plan (the 
specific one that you read in the "plan 
text" is effective and works. 


